
 

M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  h e l d  o n  2 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r  
2 0 2 2  a t  7 p m  i n  S p e t c h e l l s  C e n t r e  

Present: Caroline Warburton, Paul Murray, Alan Gerono, Gail Jewitt, Julie Smith, Michael 
Thirtle, Allie Hughes, Caitlin Davidson, Yvonne Ritchie, Eddie Graham, Shirley Ann Gaut, Jen 
Julien, Caroline Guirr, Georgia Langdon, Jackie Millar, Bryan Futers, Gemma Nixon, Cllr Angie 
Scott, Maggie Phillips, Cllr Gordon Stewart, Martin Conway, George Hepburn, Susan 
Snowdon, Sally Leat, Cllr Anne Dale, Liz Gray, Denise Singleton. 

1. Welcome Caroline Warburton welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
2. Apologies: Bill and Moira Wooldridge, Rosie Whiteley, Pat Stott, Brenda Grey, Margaret 
and Bert Boonstra, Norma King, Dot Dickinson, Steven Quilliam, Iain Watt, Vesta Moore, 
Elizabeth Evans, Ian Warburton. 

 
3. Report of activities over the last 12 months 
 
Spetchells Centre: Caroline said Spetchells Centre remains the priority for PCP to keep the 
building open and running. 
 
Prudhoe Community Hub: Caroline said The Hub has seen many events over the past 12 
months and this will continue into the coming months with events including Remembrance 
Day and the Christmas Tree Festival.   
 
The East Project: Alan Gerano gave progress on The East development.  NCC pulled out of 
youth services in September 2021.  PCP are working with Rural Design Centre and Architects 
Mosedale Gilliatt on the project.  In January 2022, several designs were shown to members 
of the public and local schools.  Most of the feedback was the building should be 
demolished and re-built.  Funding has been secured to carry out surveys on the site and 
further funding has been applied for to continue with the project.  
 
Borderlands Place Programme:  Caroline said Prudhoe is one of seven towns which will 
benefit for the £3 million but the progress is very slow. 
 
Jubilee – Tea on the Glade: Caroline said the event was a success and PCP are looking to do 
something similar in 2023. 
 



Prudhoe Goes Green: Caroline said the event in May was a success and another event is 
being held on 1st October to give advice on saving money on energy bills, promote Car 
sharing scheme and Cycling without Age. 
 
Employment and Skills Advice @ The Hub Caroline said that this is a 6-month trial with 
National Careers Service and is on every week.  Jobs have been found since the launch. 
 
Promoting Prudhoe Project: Caroline said there has been one meeting about the project 
and a website will be built.  Prudhoe Christmas cards and postcards will be on sale and 
promoting walks around Prudhoe will be published. 
 
Arts Festival and Music by The River: Caroline said both events were a success and will be 
held again next year. 
 
Bandstand: Paul Murray said PCP are working on a proposal to have a Prudhoe Bandstand.  
The original idea was from Caroline Guirr, a local musician.  It will be an outdoor 
performance space and two public consultations have taken place, attended by NCC to 
discuss option and designs.  Rural Design Centre are supporting PCP on the project.  The 
possible locations are The Glade, Prudhoe Riverside Park and Eastwoods Park. 
 
We Need Your Help:  Caroline said with the increased number of projects and initiatives 
that PCP are involved in, we need help from people to share experience and ideas to help 
develop the plans to benefit the people of Prudhoe.  
The working parties that need more input are:  

• Energy and environmental strategy working group 
• Arts and Cultural development group 
• Volunteering support 

 
Thanks to Gail and Julie: Caroline thanked Gail and Julie for their continued work and 
support in running Spetchells Centre. 
 
 
4. Presentation of the Annual Accounts: Paul Murray talked through the finances up to 31st 
March 2022.  The Income was £223,900 (£307,600 in 2021) with Expenses of £104,200 
(£114,200 in 2021).  PCP made a mortgage repayment of £29,200 which is treated as capital 
and the second mortgage will be paid off in February 2023.  Net assets rose to £897,300 
compared to £876,300 in 2021. 
General Fund is £22,800 (£19,700 in 2021) and Spetchells Fund is £177,200 (£208,900 in 
2021) leaving a small deficit of £2,100 for the year. 
Caroline thanked PCP’s accountant, Karen Saddington for her assistance in preparing the 
accounts. 



5. Challenges: Caroline said the main challenges for PCP in the coming year are: 
• Rising costs of running Spetchells Centre – utilities and increased maintenance costs. 
• Sustainability – How can PCP deal with issues of Future proofing and succession 

planning? 
• How can PCP help the People of Prudhoe and the surrounding area as well as local 

businesses, community groups cope with the challenges in the coming months? 
 
 
5. Election of Trustees: Caroline said that Margaret Boonstra resigned and thanked 
Margaret for her contribution to PCP.  Caroline said there are two trustee vacancies which 
are hopefully filled.  Re-Election of retiring trustees, Iain Watt, and Richard Shrimpton – 
voted and accepted by Cllr Gordon Stewart and Cllr Angie Scott.  Caroline thanked trustees 
for their support. 
 
 
6. Guest Speaker: Liz Gray – Senior Innovation Manager – Rural Design Centre (RDC). 
Liz said she has worked for RDC for 18 months, providing rural support and Innovation, 
which is supported by Advanced Northumberland. RDC aim is to tap into that potential and 
support the development and progression of businesses, organisations, and rural economy.  
Projects including working with community groups, issues around flooding, crime, net zero 
energy, employment, training, and transport.  RDC are also working with PCP on The East 
Project and Prudhoe Bandstand.   
 
 
Caroline Warburton thanked everyone for attending and said that the new Arts Trail video 
which was produced by Neil Jackson will be played.  The AGM papers are available on the 
PCP website – www.prudhoe.org   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


