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. re We remind those who use these ledflets to
Durham Riding OBSERVE THE COUNTRY CODE, AND PLEASE:
via South Road

v/ Keep to the paths
" Close gates after you
" Take care not to cause damage
 Take litter away with you
" Keep dogs under control
« Leave wild flora and fauna undisturbed
+ Leave the countryside as you find it
for others to enjoy too

WALKING FOR PLEASURE
PRUDHOE AND DISTRICT

Durham Riding
WorlocalP This leaflet is one in a series of walks in the Prudhoe Via SOUth Road

and District Area. The purpose is to provide an amenity
for those who enjoy the healthy recreation of walking
and exploring the local area and to maintain the use of
existing footpaths, using the recognised rights of way.
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Moor Walking for Pleasure leaflets were prepared and
Road published by members of the Heritage Group of the
Prudhoe Community Partnership, including B.Hudspith,
C.Barrett, P.Barrett, D. Minikin, P.Graham and M.Gibson.

If you have used any of these leaflets and enjoyed the
walks or if you have any observations or comments
about the leaflets, please contact:

Prudhoe Community Partnership - Spetchells Centre,
58 Front Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5AA.
01661 839470 | spetchells@prudhoe.org | prudhoe.org
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Prudhoe Community Hub - 61 Front Street, Prudhoe,
] Durham Northumberland, NE42 5AA. A short circqlqr walk on roads, then across
Riding farmland, with some fine views of the Tyne
Stroet Prudhoe. Northumboriand, NE4 BAA Valley and, weather permitting, the Cheviot Hills.
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Track walking footwear is recommended.
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Start at the car park behind the Dr Syntax
Hotel. Opposite the entrance to the car
park is the parish church of St Mary
Magdalene, built in 1880. The lychgate is
a war memorial to the people of Prudhoe
who lost their lives in WWI and WWIL.

At the top of the hill the road forks. Take
the right hand fork along the side of the
former St Matthew’s RC Club, now Wor
Local. It was built as a Reading Room
in 1885 by the Liddell family, who were
the owners of Prudhoe Hall Estate. A
stone set above the doorway shows
the entwined initials of Matthew and
Susanna Liddell. They also built the Old
School and the Old School House, which
are across the road.

Go past Far Town House and Quarry
House to Highfield Lane. Follow this for
approximately 100 yards. On the right is
the R.C. Church, dedicated to Our Lady
and Saint Cuthbert. This church was built
on the present site in 1904, having been
moved stone by stone from its previous
location on the Prudhoe Hall Estate. On
the left is the entrance to Highfield Lane
housing estate and a few yards further
on is a gate to a well-defined footpath
across a field. Follow this footpath, a
fairly gentle climb.

At the top there is a stile, at which you
can rest. Turn and look at the impressive
scenery of the Tyne Valley from Hexham
in the west, then, to the north, the villages
of Ovingham and Ovington, then Wylam,
Horsley, Heddon-on-the-Wall and on to
the suburbs of Newcastle, far away to
the east.
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On clear days, further to the north, the
Cheviot Hills are visible, some 50 miles
distant. Continue to the top of the rise.
There are extensive views of the hills and
woodland to the south. During suitable
weather you may see gliders from the
Northumbria Gliding Club gracefully
manoeuvring in the sky.

After another 300 yards you pass through a
gateway. The route then follows a diagonal
pathway to the right, across a field. If the
field contains crops it may be necessary to
skirt around the edge of the field. By using
the corner of Hyons Wood as an aiming
point, you will reach the ‘kissing gate’ in the
far corner of the field.

From here a path leads downhill and, via
another stile, to Durham Riding Farm.The
farm at Durham Riding is on land that was
once the property of the Prince Bishops of
Durham, a portion of the old Fulcherside
Common. The original buildings, linked in a
linear fashion, comprised an 18th century
model farm.

A stone over the front door of the original
house bears the date 1771. It was built as a
model farm, an example of efficiency and
productivity. The layout of the buildings
and the strategic position of the water
troughs were all carefully designed. After
some years of neglect, the buildings have
been modernised and are now private
dwellings. The dovecote at the eastern end
is a listed building.
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Turn to the right, around the rear of the
farm buildings and cross another stile.
Turn to the right again to begin the way
back. The pathway now follows the edge
of a field and some woodland.

Keep heading in the same direction to
another stile. Continue uphill until you
come to a metal gateway set into the
hedgerow. Go through the gate and
head diagonally across the field to a line
of trees to another gateway. Go through
this second gate and continue up an
easier slope until you come to another
stile.

Now you are at the top of the rising
ground again and can pause to admire
the magnificent views to the north. From
the stile the path leads downwards
through another field, over another stile.
Then cross another field, with a large
barn set in the corner, to a stile setina
hedgerow, which borders a metalled
road.

This is Highfield Lane. From the stile
turn to the right and walk back along
Highfield Lane passing a Middle School,
the gate where you first entered the
footpath across the fields and the R.C.
Church.

You can then return down South Road to
the car park behind the Dr Syntax Hotel.
Refreshments are available at various
premises on Prudhoe Front Street.
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