Moor Road to
Hedley Fell

Dr Syntax PH Prudhoe

Front St.

South Rd.
~ shop

school[ ] 1 Drawback

Moor

Road Surtees’ Bridge

Durham g~

@ Dukesshagg
Farm

to Greenside
and Chopwell
Currck

Hill Farm

to Hedley *

on the hill

0 miles 0.5]approx *Viewpoint

Track
0 km 10] Roo

TIME 1to 2 hours

DISTANCE

3 miles (approx)

MAP OS Pathfinder 548

‘ ‘ Walk2-2024Edition.indd 1

®

We remind those who use these leaflets to
OBSERVE THE COUNTRY CODE, AND PLEASE:

v/ Keep to the paths
" Close gates after you
" Take care not to cause damage
" Take litter away with you
" Keep dogs under control
« Leave wild flora and fauna undisturbed
+ Leave the countryside as you find it
for others to enjoy too

This leaflet is one in a series of walks in the Prudhoe
and District Area. The purpose is to provide an amenity
for those who enjoy the healthy recreation of walking
and exploring the local area and to maintain the use of
existing footpaths, using the recognised rights of way.

Walking for Pleasure leaflets were prepared and
published by members of the Heritage Group of the
Prudhoe Community Partnership, including B.Hudspith,
C.Barrett, P.Barrett, D. Minikin, P.Graham and M.Gibson.

If you have used any of these leaflets and enjoyed the
walks or if you have any observations or comments
about the leaflets, please contact:

Prudhoe Community Partnership - Spetchells Centre,
58 Front Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5AA.
01661 839470 | spetchells@prudhoe.org | prudhoe.org

Prudhoe Community Hub - 61 Front Street, Prudhoe,
Northumberland, NE42 5AA.

Prudhoe Town Council - Spetchells Centre, 58 Front
Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland. NE42 5AA.

01661835487 | clerk@prudhoetowncouncil.gov.uk
prudhoetowncouncil.gov.uk
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WALKING FOR PLEASURE
PRUDHOE AND DISTRICT

Moor Road to
Hedley Fell

A circular walk, fairly steep, going through
pasture land and skirting some ancient
woodland on the outward leg: some excellent
views of Northumberland and Durham and an
easy return journey downhill along track and
roadway. In poor weather, it may be muddy in

parts. Good walking footwear is recommended.

TIME 1to 2 hours

DISTANCE 3 miles (approx)

MAP OS Pathfinder 548
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The walk starts on the outskirts of
Prudhoe and is reached by ascending
South Road, opposite the Dr Syntax Pub.
Turn right into Moor Road, opposite the
shop, and continue past the High School
for about half a mile. If using a car, pass
a tight Z-bend which includes a small,
narrow stone bridge. A convenient
parking space can be found on the left-
hand verge.

The stone bridge has a plaque, which
bears the inscription, “This bridge was
erected at the expense of W.E.Surtees,
Esq.” The rest is severely weather-worn
but the date can be read as 1865. W.E.
Surtees was a landowner and built the
bridge for his tenants, providing an easy
passage over the Stanley Burn.

About 200 yards uphill beyond the
bridge, a gate on the right gives access
to a bridleway which leads to Hyons
Wood, about a mile distant. Hyons Wood
is included in Stockdale’s Survey (1586)
as one of the Earl of Northumberland's
woods within the barony of Prudhoe. It

is thought that the woods were clear-
felled in the past but since then the
regeneration has been largely natural.
Some areas are mainly birch, but there
are many other broadleaf trees. With

an abundance of wildflowers, it is an
ideal habitat for wildlife and birds. It is
listed as ancient woodland in the Nature
Conservancy Council’s inventory of 1982.

Follow this bridleway for about half a
mile. You will find two stiles on either side
of the pathway. To the right, you can see
Durham Riding Farm, an 18th-century
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“model farm,” an example to others of an
efficient and productive farm. The layout
of the buildings and the strategic position
of the water troughs were all carefully
designed. It has been recently modernized
into private dwellings.

Climb over the stile to the left and walk up
the field. After about 300 yards, there is a
lone tree which marks the point where the
path swings abruptly towards the right.
Continue to the edge of Hyons Wood, then
over a stile and into the wood. Turn to the
left and follow the path upwards, skirting
the edge of the wood. You may be lucky
enough to see a deer amongst the hazel
and silver birch trees.

The path brings you to the southern edge
of the wood, where you exit via a stile.
Continue uphill for about 40 yards to a
waymarker, indicating the path turning to
the right. Follow the path upwards, across
the fields past the ruins of a building. These
are the remains of Hyons Wood House
which was noted for having a roof made of
heather thatch. It was destroyed by fire in
the early 1950s. Modern farming techniques
have now displaced the natural heather.
Follow the path until you come to a stone
wall. Follow the waymarker to the left and
uphill, through a gate, then along the edge
of the Northumbria Gliding Club field.

If the weather is suitable, you can see
gliders being launched or watch their
graceful manoeuvres as they circle above
you. You may even be tempted to try a new
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activity. Enquiries are always welcomed
at the clubhouse (Tel: 01207 561286).

The path now joins a metalled road,
where you turn left for a pleasant stroll
along firmer ground. There is some
magnificent scenery to view. To the
north, you can see the hills and valleys
leading up to the Cheviots. To the south
lie Ebchester, Blackhall Mill and the
beginnings of County Durham.

After about half a mile, you reach
Currock Hill Farm. A few yards further on,
turn left and follow the track to begin
the return journey. To the older residents
of the district, this track is known as
Engine Road, a reminder of the mining
activities of bygone years. The going is
now easy; the track leads downhill past
the entrance to the Gliding Club, then
past Dukeshagg Farm. After the farm,
the route is a metalled road leading
downhill. Dukeshagg Wood is on the right
and you can see Durham Riding across
the fields to the left. Continuing downhill
on Moor Road, you will arrive back at
Surtees Bridge.

14/06/2024 08:43:46 ‘ ‘



