
We remind those who use these leaflets to
OBSERVE THE COUNTRY CODE, AND PLEASE:

This leaflet is one in a series of walks in the Prudhoe 
and District Area. The purpose is to provide an amenity 
for those who enjoy the healthy recreation of walking 
and exploring the local area and to maintain the use of 
existing footpaths, using the recognised rights of way. 

Walking for Pleasure leaflets were prepared and 
published by members of the Heritage Group of the 
Prudhoe Community Partnership, including B.Hudspith, 
C.Barrett, P.Barrett, D. Minikin, P.Graham and M.Gibson. 

If you have used any of these leaflets and enjoyed the 
walks or if you have any observations or comments 
about the leaflets, please contact:

Prudhoe Community Partnership - Spetchells Centre, 
58 Front Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5AA.
01661 839470 | spetchells@prudhoe.org | prudhoe.org

Prudhoe Community Hub - 61 Front Street, Prudhoe, 
Northumberland, NE42 5AA.

Prudhoe Town Council - Spetchells Centre, 58 Front 
Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland. NE42 5AA.
01661 835487 |  clerk@prudhoetowncouncil.gov.uk
prudhoetowncouncil.gov.uk

A short circular walk of very easy going through 
some pasture land, then along the banks of the 

Tyne, with an opportunity to look around the 
ancient village of Ovingham. In poor weather, 

the paths may be muddy, so good walking 
footwear is recommended.

TIME 1 to 1½ hours 

DISTANCE 3 miles (approx) 

MAP OS Pathfinder 548
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Keep to the paths
Close gates after you
Take care not to cause damage
Take litter away with you
Keep dogs under control
Leave wild flora and fauna undisturbed
Leave the countryside as you find it 
for others to enjoy too

TIME 1 to 1½ hours 

DISTANCE 3 miles (approx) 

MAP OS Pathfinder 548
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It is recommended to start this walk on 
the south side of the river in the car park 
at Tyne Riverside Country Park at Low 
Prudhoe. Ovingham is an ancient village 
and car parking is severely limited. At 
the Country Park, there is a Visitor Centre 
and toilet facilities are available.

From the Country Park, cross the river 
by the Ovingham Bridge, built by the 
Ovingham Bridge Company and opened 
as a toll bridge in 1883. It was released 
from toll in 1945 and later a footbridge 
was erected alongside the main bridge.

On entering the village, turn left at the 
road junction and follow the narrow 
road between the church of St. Mary the 
Virgin and the Reading Room. Caution: 
no pavement. The church is well worth 
a visit if time permits. The square tower 
is Saxon (c. 1050) and the large corner 
stones in the lower part of the west end 
come from the Roman Wall. The rest of 
the building dates from the 13th and 14th 
centuries.

Thomas Bewick, the famous 
Northumbrian engraver, and Mabel 
Stephenson, the mother of George 
Stephenson, the great locomotive 
pioneer, are buried in the churchyard. 
The Old Vicarage is now a private house 
and in the gardens are flood-marks 
recording the depth of the waters in the 
floods of 1771 and 1815 which caused 
great damage and loss of life in the area.

Continue along the road and pass the 
17th-century packhorse bridge which 
spans the Whittle Burn. The proclamation 

of the annual Goose Fair is made from this 
bridge each June. Opposite the bridge, 
there is a waymarker to a path leading 
after 40 yards to a stile. This gives entry to 
a field, the original site of the Ovingham 
Goose Fair. Cross the field diagonally to the 
right to a second stile. Then follow the path 
to a broad gap in the hedge and continue 
to the electricity pole near farm buildings. 
Veer right and climb the hill, keeping the 
hedgerow and chalets to your left. Ahead 
are the rooftops of Ovington.

Just past a second pole, cross the concrete 
stile in the hedge and continue on the 
opposite side toward Ovington. Cross 
another stile, keeping the hedge to your 
right. Pause here for a while to enjoy 
the panoramic view of the Tyne Valley. 
Leave the field by a stile to reach the road 
between Ovingham and Ovington. Caution: 
no pavement. Turn left and follow the road 
downwards until you reach the road to 
Bywell.

At this junction, follow the waymarked track 
between wooden chalets leading to the 
banks of the Tyne. The chalets are used 
as holiday homes but in World War II they 
were used to house evacuees. 

The local name for the chalets is the 
‘African Village’. This point on the river was 
the landing for the Eltringham-Mickley 
ferry. Its existence is recorded in a painting 
by Arthur Richardson and in an engraving 
by Thomas Bewick, whose home was 
nearby on the south side at Cherryburn. 

In the 1920-30s, the ferry was used by 
miners to travel to the coal mines on the 
south side of the river, at a cost of 2d. It 
was operated by the tenant of the Hare 
and Hounds Inn, which used to stand on 
the opposite side of the river at Mickley 
Junction. The ferry ceased operation 
and the Inn was demolished in 1962. 
Take the right fork between chalets, then 
along the riverside and cross a white 
footbridge across a small burn. This is a 
pleasant stroll, passing alder trees and 
tall grasses and in between bushes.

In the summer months, wildlife abounds 
everywhere. On the opposite bank of 
the river is the massive retaining wall, 
which was built to carry the Newcastle 
to Carlisle Railway in the 1830s. In the 
distance, the lofty tower of Prudhoe 
Castle will be visible above the trees.

The path follows the river for about half a 
mile, then turns to the left, just before the 
point where the Whittle Burn pours into 
the Tyne. Follow the track up the side of 
the burn and the path will bring you to 
the packhorse bridge, and so back into 
the village of Ovingham.

For refreshment, you may wish to cross 
the Ovingham Bridge and call in at 
the Adam & Eve Inn in Low Prudhoe, 
before returning to your car at the Tyne 
Riverside Country Park.
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