
We remind those who use these leaflets to
OBSERVE THE COUNTRY CODE, AND PLEASE:

This leaflet is one in a series of walks in the Prudhoe 
and District Area. The purpose is to provide an amenity 
for those who enjoy the healthy recreation of walking 
and exploring the local area and to maintain the use of 
existing footpaths, using the recognised rights of way. 

Walking for Pleasure leaflets were prepared and 
published by members of the Heritage Group of the 
Prudhoe Community Partnership, including B.Hudspith, 
C.Barrett, P.Barrett, D. Minikin, P.Graham and M.Gibson. 

If you have used any of these leaflets and enjoyed the 
walks or if you have any observations or comments 
about the leaflets, please contact:

Prudhoe Community Partnership - Spetchells Centre, 
58 Front Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland, NE42 5AA.
01661 839470 | spetchells@prudhoe.org | prudhoe.org

Prudhoe Community Hub - 61 Front Street, Prudhoe, 
Northumberland, NE42 5AA.

Prudhoe Town Council - Spetchells Centre, 58 Front 
Street, Prudhoe, Northumberland. NE42 5AA.
01661 835487 |  clerk@prudhoetowncouncil.gov.uk
prudhoetowncouncil.gov.uk

A circular walk on level ground along the bank 
of the Tyne, with some steep climbs around 

Hagg Bank and the opportunity to climb on top 
of the Spetchells. In poor weather, some of the 

paths will be muddy and around the Spetchells 
a chalky deposit is left on shoes or trainers. Good 

walking footwear is recommended.

TIME 2 hours 

DISTANCE 3½ miles (approx) 

MAP OS Pathfinder 548
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Keep to the paths
Close gates after you
Take care not to cause damage
Take litter away with you
Keep dogs under control
Leave wild flora and fauna undisturbed
Leave the countryside as you find it 
for others to enjoy too

TIME 2 hours 

DISTANCE 3½ miles (approx) 

MAP OS Pathfinder 548
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The walk starts at the Tyne Riverside 
Country Park at Low Prudhoe, close to 
the railway station. There is a Visitor 
Centre, which has toilet facilities and 
refreshments are usually available. The 
Centre was the old C.W.S. Store,, which 
has been modernized and extended. A 
stone giving the date 1896 is in the wall 
at the rear of the Centre.

Leave the car park by the gate leading 
to the river, turn right and go under the 
Ovingham Bridge. Built in 1883, it was a 
toll-bridge until 1945. The new footbridge, 
which runs parallel with the road bridge, 
goes over the site of the old toll-house.
Follow the roadway along the side of the 
river. There is a great variety of bird life 
here, including herons, dippers, ducks, 
cormorants and, if you are lucky, the 
blue flash of a kingfisher! On the other 
side of the river, you can see the tower of 
Ovingham church.

About 150 yards along the road, you 
have a choice. You can either follow the 
road or go through a gate which leads to 
the river bank. The walk by the riverside 
meanders between gorse and broom, 
with an abundance of wild flora, but it is 
muddy in wet weather. The two routes 
connect again about a quarter of a mile 
further on. On the right side of the road 
are the Spetchells.

This is the only area of chalk grassland 
in Northumberland and the soft chalk 
is a nesting site for sand martins. The 
name “Spetchells” is ancient and its 
meaning uncertain but it is shown on O.S. 
maps of the 1860s. The heaps are the 

legacy left to Prudhoe by I.C.I. - the result 
of manufacturing ammonia during World 
War Two. They are estimated to comprise 
two and a half million tons of chalk. Some 
attempt was made to remove them but 
the wagons could not cope with the rate 
of production of waste, let alone tackle 
the existing heaps. Wylam and Ovingham, 
on the other side of the river, were 
occasionally covered with white powdery 
chalk.

To stabilize the heaps, they were grassed 
over in 1971. Later, ash and sycamore 
trees were planted on the slopes and 
hornbeams on the top. This has been 
largely successful, although the rabbits 
tend to undo some of the good work. Some 
natural colonization by chalk-loving flora 
and fauna has taken place. The riverside 
path passes the Intake pump for the 
Prudhoe Paper Mill. Erosion of the river 
bank has damaged the pathway and you 
are advised to use the footbridge. Further 
on, you will cross a small stream which 
supports tadpoles and small frogs during 
the spring. The footpath then joins the road. 
The old Pumping Station of the Newcastle 
and Gateshead Water Company is across 
the river.

At the end of the Spetchells, the road 
follows the bend of the river, then goes up 
a slight gradient to a gate leading to Hagg 
Farm. Follow the road past the farm and 
across pasture land to another gate. You 
then walk between trees and up a gradient 
leading into the hamlet of Hagg Bank 
Cottages. This has become a fashionable 

place to live and most of the cottages 
have been modernized. After passing the 
cottages, take the path to the right just 
before the iron bridge. Pass the gardens 
to some very steep steps overlooking a 
pond. This is a sanctuary for a variety of 
wildfowl.

At the bottom of the steps, go over the 
footbridge, follow the path by the edge 
of the pond and pass through a stretch 
of meadowland and the smaller of the 
Spetchells. This will bring you to a gate 
and back onto the road. Just inside 
the gate, you have a choice of either 
turning left and making a ground-level 
tour of the Spetchells or climbing the 
sloping path to the top of the heaps. 
The view from the top of the Spetchells 
is well worth the climb. Whichever route 
you take, there is a lot to see: a variety 
of chalk-loving flora, rabbits aplenty, 
butterflies, moths and snails. Once on 
top, pause to look at the views up and 
down the Tyne Valley. At the far end of 
the Spetchells, a path leads downwards 
to join the road which leads back to the 
Riverside Country Park.

At the Visitor Centre, refreshments 
are usually available or, if you prefer 
something more substantial, the 
Adam and Eve Inn will provide a warm 
welcome. You may find someone there 
who will tell you of the horrors which 
occurred hereabouts during the great 
flood of 1771.
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